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Some times when my

creative skills bail out on
me, I seek the inspiration
of outside sources to
stimulate my thinking.
The writing of this article
is the product of an old
story that has powerful
truth. I hope it will be as
impacting to you as it was to me.

There was a business man working out

of his home office on a significant project
and was in a time crunch. While laboring
over his project he kept being interrupted
by his five year old son who was
persistently seeking some father/son time.
Finally the man came up with a plan to
satisfy his son and give him time finish his
project. He tore a page from a magazine
on his desk that had a picture of the world
into many pieces, placed it in a basket and
instructed his son to put the world
together and promised they would have
some ice cream and play ball when
completed his assignment.

The man was quite sure he had bought

himself enough time to complete his
project. However, his son returned in
about ten minutes with all the world in
place. Totally surprised by the speed with
which his son completed the puzzle he
asked, “how in the world did you do that
so fast”? “Easy, “the boy relied. “I saw a
picture of a man on the other side of the
world and I knew if the man was right, the
world would be right”.

The details of the story may vary a little
from the original, but the truth is clear. It
is our hope our residents that supportive,
nurturing relationships, a solid program
and a communicated faith in God will
create an environment where the man/
person has the best chance of getting
themselves together, THEN THE WORLD
WILL BE RIGHT!!

Please keep us in your prayers that we

may continue to be a place where people
can heal.

In His Service,

Chaglain Aavon

“O@a.m&-;m Duner Out”
dates to remember:

¢ July 18th from 5-8pm d‘o%n‘:ﬁ%?

¢ August 20th from 8-10am
Tickets are $7.00, and

available at Open House. Applebee’s

Give a “shout out” to Bryan.

Just recently Bryan was accepted into
VA subsidized housing, is working
through the Partners In Careers (PIC)
program, and is looking for a permanent
position in warehousing - shipping,
handling, receiving, inventory, operating a
forklift. His life is back on track! So where
did he come from and how did he get to
w#¥ this point? Here’s Bryan’s story.

Bryan served with the USMC from 1978 to 1984 - stationed for two years in
Hawaii and was then off to the South Pacific. He “enjoyed” his six years in the
military - “foot loose and fancy free” as he puts it; but said he was also severely
addicted to alcohol. He worked hard towards a Warrant Officer position, but
when he was denied, decided to leave the USMC and go home to spend some
quality time with his parents. That decision did help him stay away from
excessive alcohol for a time, but then he moved on. He worked in convenience
stores and as a bouncer off and on, where he met the mother of his two
children. He and she were both deep into drugs at that time, but when his first
child was born, he managed to reel it in somewhat. However, after moving
from the area to Las Vegas and then back here again, he and his significant
other (SO) had fallen heavily back in to the whole drug scene. They “pretty
much lost everything”.

His life was at its worst on his son’s birthday. His SO had taken their
children - keeping them in an unsafe, drug-infested living environment, and
Bryan was totally out of control with his lifestyle. “I lost everything including
my kids and without my kids, I'm nothing!”

He was seriously preparing to take his life, when . . . he got a phone call from
his niece: “Gramma told me to call you. She said to tell you to stop doing what
you're doing and don’t do anything until she gets there!” Gramma (Bryan’s
mom) had no idea what he was about to do before that call. “This is the point”,
Bryan said, “I opened my eyes to God and knew it was time to change.”

With his decision to do things differently, he completed a 30 day in-patient
treatment program sponsored through the VA, got counseling and found the
tools he needed to “keep on the straight and narrow”. During that interim he
had also gotten his children back, and for nearly 4 years he lived
independently, providing a safe home for his children. Although he had
remained clean and sober, things started to unravel again and he lost his
housing. Bryan immediately applied for subsidized housing through the VA,
but the waiting time was going to be long, so he went to His pastor for help and
was referred to Open House Ministries.

Bryan said that when he and his children came through the doors of Open
House “we felt openness and love when they [Open House staff] didn’t even
know us”. When his children saw their room for the first time they were
overwhelmed. It had been decorated and stocked by an Adopt-a-Room sponsor
and was “clean, welcoming and safe”. He received what he called “survival
things” — a safe place to stay, food and clothing from the donation room and
free daycare for his children. Bryan had been attending church, but with life
coming at him, he’d basically set his relationship with God aside. Through the
classes taught by Chaplain Aaron, he felt his relationship with God being
rekindled. “They brought back all the memories of what I had learned in
previous Bible studies.”

While at Open House Bryan took advantage of the benefits of free child care,
received help with computer skills, attended classes including parenting and
financial management, and participated in the Giving Back program. He
connected with PIC and was able to stay long enough to work through the
process of getting his VA housing voucher.

Independent once again, Bryan is staying close to God, working his program
to maintain his drug-free lifestyle, and praying God will lead him to a career job
that will sustain him and his children for the years to come.
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Our supply of quarters for laundry $$ is running
low. Would you be willing to check your piggy bank,
your pockets, your couch cushions - possibly a sock,
n’ see if you can find some quarters to help??




* THANK YOU FOR CELEBRATING WITH US|
25 YEARS OF CHANGED LIVES !

Thank you to Liberty Bible Church of the Nazarene
for hosting the event and preparing our celebration dinner.

’ 4 OPEN HOUSE MINISTRIES
FAMILY SHELTER
PO Box 242 . . L
, , This year’s fun-filled evening included
Vancouver, WA 398666 a delicious meal, music, a silent auction,

and great door prizes.
Ph: 360.737.0300 Fax: 360.737.3157

Website: wwuw.sheltered.org By attending this event, you helped make it possible
for us to continue providing shelter and services
to our families in need, such as:
Helpin ) e _ counseling ~ case management ~ job skills ~ free child care
elping homeless families repain their independence L. . s
_and their lves spiritual counseling ~ transitional support

Because of you we were able to raise nearly
$25,000!
~ THANK YOU TO ALL WHO PARTICIPATED ~

our hosts ~ our musicians ~ our volunteers
our guests ~ and our God

“Second Hand Solutions” thrift store is doing well. We are blessed with generous donations to keep it stocked. “Wheel Deals”, our bicycle

Shop, is our newest adventure. It is housed right next to the thrift store. Both entities are not only providing a form of income, more
importantly, they are on-the-job training sites to help build job readiness skills and a reliable work history for our residents.

Date: June 21st, 2011 Time: from 3 pm- 9 pm

Address: 7721 Ne Vancouver Plaza Dr, Vancouver WA

Invite all of your friends and family to dine with us, and

Chuck E Cheese’s will donate 15% of the proceeds to

Open House Ministries. Be sure to bring this flyer or a coupon with

Canned Meats Chicken
& Tuna
Fresh Meats Ham-
burger & Chicken
Eggs
Butter
Soups/ Stews
(all kinds)
Chili
Canned Fruit
Pasta
Ramen Noodles
“Helper” Meals
Pasta Sauces
Spaghetti-O’s
Raviolis




